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Herod the Great 

In 47 B.C. he was appointed by Rome as governor of Galilee. Then in 
40 B.C. he was named by the Roman senate as king of Judea, Galilee 
and Perea, which is east of the Jordan River. He was known espe¬ 
cially for his great building efforts. Just a few of those: 

The temple in Jerusalem, a beautiful structure. He spent 
quite a number of years rebuilding, enlarging and beautify¬ 
ing the temple, and it is known as Herod's temple. 

He founded the city of Caesarea on the Mediterranean coast, 
including an artificial harbor and a giant aqueduct through 
which they brought water from the mountains. 

He built a royal palace in Jerusalem of which there are 
no remnants. 

Two magnificent structures the remnants of which still can 
be seen: 

The Herodium below Bethlehem. The top of one 
mountain was placed on top of another mountain 
to build a high fortress and royal palace. 

Supposedly he is buried there, but his tomb has 
never been found. 

Masada on the southwestern corner of the Dead Sea. 

On the top of a free-standing mountain he built a 
palace, water reservoirs, food storage areas, steam 
baths, and a synagogue. There is an account of the 
Romans capturing Masada. 

He is known primarily as the man who killed the children in Bethlehem 
after the birth of Christ (Matthew 2:16). 

In a book called Herod. Kina of the Jews and Friend of the Romans . by 
Peter Richardson, is information concerning his moral character. He 
lists eleven different wives of Herod the Great, and he had fifteen 
children, some of whom are referred to in the Scripture. 

Herod was not called "the Great" in Scripture. That was added later 
because of his importance in the history of Israel. 

Herod Antipas 

He was Herod the Great's younger son by Malthace. He ruled in 
Galilee and Perea according to the will that Herod the Great had 
left. Herod Antipas had John the Baptist executed (Mark 6:14-18). 
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Jesus called him "that fox" (Luke 13:32). Pilate sent Jesus to him 
at the time of the trial (Luke 23), and that made Pilate and Herod 
friends instead of enemies. 

Herod Phi1ip X 

He was Herod the Great's son by Marianne the second. He lived as a 
private citizen. We know him largely because his wife, Herodias, 
left him to live with Herod Antipas, and that cost John the Baptist 
his life. 

Herod Philip II 

He was the son of Herod the Great and Cleopatra of Jerusalem. He was 
the tetrarch of Iturea and Trachonitis, territories to the northeast 
of the Sea of Galilee on the eastern side of what would be the 
Jordan. He rebuilt Panais as Caesarea Philippi, where Peter made his 
confession that Christ was the rock and upon that rock His church 
would be built. This Herod is not of much importance in the 
Scripture. 

Herod Archelaus X 

This is Herod the Great's elder son by Malthace. He ruled for a 
short time in Judea after the death of his father, without the title 
of king -- the Romans took that title away from him. He was ruling 
when Joseph and Mary returned from Egypt with Jesus. 

Herod Aarippa X 

He is mentioned in Acts chapter 12. He is the grandson of Herod the 
Great. He killed James, the brother of John, with a sword. His 
death is recorded in the latter part of Acts 12. 

Herod Aarippa 11 

The son of Agrippa I. Paul appears before him in Caesarea (Acts 25 
and 26). 
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